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Message from the Minister 
 

For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 

To the one we are the smell of death;                                            
to the other the fragrance of life. 

2 Corinthians 2 15-16 
 
In my daily journey through the scriptures there are passages, words or 
phrases that ‘stick’. This recently happened with the above passage. I 
have read it on a number of occasions before and have been struck by 
its imagery. There is a ‘physicalness’ to Paul’s use of smell to illustrate 
what he is trying to say about discipleship. When a follower of Jesus is 
trying to live out a Christ-like life, this is like a sweet perfume to God. 
While living a self-centered life is like ‘the smell of death’. Paul does not 
shirk the issue of judgement, so he has no problem in stating that a life 
lived out as a fragrance offering to God can be a bad smell to those who 
deny God and this denial leads to death. 
 
Smell is an amazing gift from God, the bouquet of a good glass of wine 
(or in my case a good malt whiskey) can give pleasure. The smell of a 
curry cooking can give pleasure even before eating it. A whole industry 
has been built around smell, giving pleasure to many. Smell has a 
strong connection to memory, there are times smell leads to 
remembering long lost memories, they return with all the emotions felt at 
that time. Small can also repel, I well remember someone letting of a 
stink bomb in a class room I was in, we had to leave the room in the 
end. 
 
The link Paul makes to discipleship I find interesting. The idea that 
following Jesus might give pleasure to other people is worthy of 
reflection. It is easily forgotten that what is undertaken by those who 
walk with Jesus is beneficial to those who are on the receiving end of 
those actions. If sacrificial love is at the heart discipleship, love 
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expressed can then surely be an aroma for those who are touched by 
that love. Yet no one needs to accept God’s love. But rejecting that 
love, in Paul’s way of thinking leads to ‘the smell of death’.  
 
There is a further reflection possible; v16 ends with: ‘and who is equal to 
that task’. I find that a fascinating phrase. To be the ‘fragrance of life’ is 
an enormous challenge. To consistently offer God’s love to all who 
come is beyond any human capacity. Later on, Paul can talk about that 
‘in Christ we are a new creation’, it is Jesus who is transforming us to 
become the ‘aroma of Christ’, to be life bringers we need Him! 
 
Much of all our lives are busy and so is mine. In all that busyness Jesus 
is often squeezed out. One of the privileges of being a Baptist minister 
is the gift of a sabbatical, a time to re-connect with God, for Him to 
speak and for me to listen. I want to thank you all that you have given 
me permission to have that special time for God to move me on with 
Him. When I return in September I hope to be more equipped for the 
task of being the ‘aroma of life’ to you all. 
 

Grace & Peace to you all 
Gert 

 
 
 

Springtime 
 
Once a year the world shows us its hidden powers. 
Then the leaves come out and the blossoms and the flowers; 
and the grass and corn spring up. 
There is a sudden rush and burst of life which God has lodged in the 
material world. 
That shows what it can do at God’s command, when He gives the word.
  

     Cardinal John Newman 
 

June 2019 
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News of the Fellowship 
 

At the Church Annual General Meeting in May, David Beresford, 
Shirley Bowler, Rhian Green and Samuel Ogonkolade were elected as 
deacons to serve the church for 3 years; the officers were re-elected for 
the next year. 

We were pleased to welcome Penny Griffin into church membership on 
Sunday May 19th. 

We continue to remember Pam Dyson and all the family, in prayer, 
following the recent death of Pam’s son, John. 

We were glad to welcome Keyla and Paulo Marriott on Sunday May 19th, 
they have come to join Marriott in the UK; the family is now together. 

We pray for Marianne Birtwistle, our Family Worker, as she leaves at 
the end of June to become Family Worker in her church in Leicester. 
We thank her for her contribution to the work here and wish her well in 
the future. Please pray for the future of Family Work here at LBC and for 
those tasked with carrying that work on and with looking for a 
replacement for Marianne. 

Thank you 

Thank you so very, very much for you kind and generous donation towards my 
new wheelchair, I really appreciate it. 
Best wishes   Kerry 
(Many of you will know that Kerry did a zip wire challenge to raise money for 
this chair) 

Postage Stamps 
The total funds raised through the used postage stamps scheme so far this 
year are £783.30. I have been informed this will increase to £1000 for the 
first quarter of the year. Thank you for your time in donating your used 
stamps, this money is being donated to Home Mission through the Baptist 
Union.     
                                                                                                  David Warren 
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To my friends at Loughborough Baptist Church 

Helen, Debbie, Claire and I would like to thank, most sincerely, all those 
who expressed their sympathy to us on the recent death of John. 

John was diagnosed last August with a cerebral tumour. After an 
operation at Queens Hospital, Nottingham, and radio therapy at 
Leicester Infirmary he lived in his own home, spending days with me at 
Outwoods Drive energetically doing my garden!  Apart from short term 
memory loss he looked well. After Christmas he slowly deteriorated as 
the tumour increased in size, although he never complained. 

John’s end of life was peaceful, he died at LOROS Hospice having only 
been there for less than a day. 

His colleagues and friends at The Brush Engineering Works were 
constant in visiting him in hospital and at home. Three of these friends 
and three of John’s brothers-in-law carried the coffin at the Natural 
Burial Ground, Prestwold. 

My love and gratitude for your concern, I felt really upheld through this 
sad occasion. 

Pam Dyson 

 
Monday Nighters 

 

We meet on Monday 3rd June for our Annual General Meeting. As the 
meeting does not usually take long we will round off the evening with a 
quiz. 
Our summer outing will take place on Monday 24th June (not 17th as 
shown on your card), when we will visit a garden in West Bridgford. The 
outing will cost approx. £10 which will include transport & refreshments. 
Payment required by the AGM please. 
This brings to an end our current session, and we meet again on the 
first Monday in September.  Enjoy your summer! 
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An Essential Gospel 

Both Leo Tolstoy and Thomas Jefferson re-wrote the gospel, each 
approaching the task differently. Neither, it would appear, thought of the 
Bible as either sacrosanct or literally true. What they both believed was that 
it is the teaching of Christ that is sacred. 
 
Tolstoy – The Gospel in Brief 1883 
“It is a gross error to represent the four Gospels, as is often done, to be 
books sacred in every verse and every syllable.  The reader must not forget 
that Jesus never Himself wrote a book, as did, for instance, Plato, Philo, or 
Marcus Aurelius; that He, moreover, did not, as Socrates did, transmit His 
teaching to informed and literate men, but spoke to a crowd of illiterate 
men. . . .  The reader must not forget that it is the teaching of Christ which 
may be sacred, but in no way can a certain measure of verses and 
syllables be so. . .” 
 
Jefferson – The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth 1804 
“The Philosophy of Jesus of Nazareth, being Extracted from the Account of 
His Life and Doctrines Given by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; Being an 
Abridgement of the New Testament for the Use of the Indians, 
Unembarrased [uncomplicated] with Matters of Fact or Faith beyond the 
Level of their Comprehensions.” 
 
If each of us was to set upon the same task today, how would we approach 
it. Below are a couple of scenarios to set us on our way. 
 

1. Write down the major features of the “Christian Faith” which are, in 
your estimation, indispensable components of the gospel. Eg. 
Resurrection, the divinity of Jesus, eternal life, Christ died for our 
sins, etc. 

 
2. Please suspend your disbelief of the likelihood of the following :- 

You are the holder of the last known copy of the bible in any form. 
Yours is a printed version. You have been caught in a flood and are 
unlikely to survive. If you don’t do something you and the bible will 
perish. There is one hope – you have a weather balloon which 
could carry a small load to safety. The bible will have to be reduced 
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page by page until it is light enough to be lifted by the balloon. 
Which pages do you start with (or leave in). Which way is the easier? 
 
3. Christianity is full of jargon – not all of it understood, even by 
theologians. Which words and phrases would you ban from a 
simplified gospel. Here are a few possible candidates - Justification 
(by faith), are you saved, propitiation, redemption, atonement. 

 
Answers on a postcard please                                                                         

The Reluctant Theologian 
 

Baptist Women’s Fellowship 
April 30th As the speaker did not arrive, the gap was filled by member’s 
small contributions. Then Sandy told us of her experiences on her first 
coach holiday on her own when she went to Paignton. It was an interesting, 
unexpected afternoon. 
May 7th Barbara read a bible story ‘Man of Faith’ from ‘Stepping Closer’, 
a book by Hilary Faith-Jones. The story was of Jesus healing the 
Centurion’s Servant and told in a way we had never heard before. It 
described the actions and emotions of the very different groups of people 
involved in a special way. It was an emotional story for us all. 
May 14th Jan Sutton is a member of the Methodist Diaconal Order and had 
attended their annual Convocation recently. She began her talk by 
explaining its history, the deacons calling and her story. Jan is still full-time 
Senior Chaplain at Loughborough University, which now has over 17,000 
undergraduates and over 200 staff. She updated us on what has been 
happening within the Chaplaincy. There are now 14 chaplains, many part-
time from all faiths, taking their own services, doing one-to-one counselling, 
but meeting together, working and planning for big events. This can be 
challenging at times. The cover of the recent Convocation booklet had the 
slogan ‘Keep calm and carry on serving’. 
 
Future  Events 
June 4th Dr Margaret Williams 
June 11th Sandra’s Hymns 
June 18th  Called by Name 
June 25th  Colin Fraser 
July 1st  Tea in the Garden 
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Lunchtime Concert 
 
The June Lunchtime concert will be the last in the series before resuming in 
September. It will be on Tuesday 18th June at 12.45pm as usual. It will take 
the form of piano and organ duets and will be given by David Bristow and 
David Gabe. 
 
This will not be the first of this type because just over a year ago they did 
one as a memorial concert for Stan Boneham who had been scheduled 
originally to do a theatre organ recital but passed away the week before. 
The music will consist of light classical pieces, most of which will be known 
to many in the audience just to keep you in a summer mood. 
  

David Gabe 
  
 

 
On Tuesday the 21st May the Lunchtime concert was given by the Singing For 
Fun choir directed by Caroline Sharp. Their contributions were greatly 
appreciated by a large audience. 
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50 YEARS 
OF THE LOUGHBOROUGH LADIES CHOIR 

 
 

Compiled by Elaine Grimley for the 50th Anniversary                                                
of the formation of the choir 

May 2019 
 
 
BEGINNINGS 
 
The Loughborough Ladies Choir was born out of the Women’s Weekends 
that were held in October of each year at the Baxter Gate Baptist Church.  
Mrs Hannah Brewer (wife of the minister Rev. Dr. Joseph Brewer) started 
this in 1960. The format was that there would be a concert on the Saturday 
evening and then the Ladies would form the choir for both the services on 
the Sunday. Dorothy Towers would conduct and George Towers would play 
the piano or the organ.  These were very happy times. Not to be out done 
the Men of the Church decided that they would like a similar weekend and 
this took place in March each year.  The roles were reversed with George 
conducting and Dorothy playing. 
 
Over time the Men decided that they would like to form a regular Male 
Voice Choir and this started in 1967 under the leadership of the Towers.  In 
1969 the Male Voice Choir asked the Ladies if they would like to join them 
in a Celebrity Concert, to be held at the Baxter Gate Baptist Church in June 
of that year. It was at this point that the Ladies suggested that they would 
form themselves into The Baxter Gate Ladies Choir and rehearse on a 
regular basis. We joined most years to do a concert with the Loughborough 
Male Voice Choir. 
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In 1977,  the year of the Queens Silver Jubilee, we were asked if we would 
like to join with other groups in the town at a concert in the Town Hall.   By 
this time the choir had changed its name to The Loughborough Baptist 
Ladies Choir because the three Baptist Churches had joined together in 
1975 and were now worshipping as a united congregation at the Church 
building in Baxter Gate and the Church had been re-named Loughborough 
Baptist Church. 
 
AN ESTABLISHED CHOIR  
 
At the beginning of the 1980’s Dorothy intimated that she would like to give 
up the role of conductor so one or two of the Ladies said they would see if 
they could find someone to continue in the role and thereby succeed her.  
Mrs Miriam Gee and Mrs Pat Boucher, who had a Grandson and Sons at 
Garendon School, spoke to Mr John Bilton who was a Music and Drama 
Teacher at the school to see if he was willing to take over as the Conductor 
of the Ladies Choir.  He agreed he would do this and George continued to 
be the accompanist. 
 
At this point in the Choir’s history it was resolved to put the choir on to a 
more formal footing.  At the first Annual General Meeting held on the 3rd 
November 1981 a committee was elected.  Mrs Gillian Butcher became the 
Chairperson, Mrs Elaine Grimley Secretary, Miss Eileen Rose Treasurer.  
The committee members were Mrs Mary Cripps for the Sopranos and Mrs 
Miriam Gee for the Altos. 
 
Through the early 1980’s the choir continued to give concerts with John 
Bilton as conductor and George Towers as accompanist and were much 
appreciated in the area. But in 1988 there was a move which put the Choir 
and the Church in a difficult position. The Church asked the Choir to 
become a secular organisation because it now had members from the town 
and was no longer a strictly Church organization so could not be affiliated 
to the Church. Mrs Gillian Butcher (the new minister’s wife) resigned her 
ex-officio position as chairperson but continued as a member. Mrs Edna 
Rabone agreed to take on the post of Chairperson. As a consequence it 
was agreed that at this point; the choir needed a new constitution which 
was drawn up and the name was changed to The Loughborough Ladies 
Choir. 
 
In June 1988 Mr George Towers resigned as accompanist but found the 
choir a successor; Alicia Haw had been one of his pupils and was known to 
many members.. It was also at this time Miss Eileen Rose resigned as 
Treasurer and Mrs Mary Coote was elected as the new Treasurer. 
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The Choir continued through the early 1990’s with concerts in the town and 
throughout Leicestershire. In 1994 the choir arranged a Concert, to honour 
the work George and Dorothy Towers had done in the musical life of the 
town. This was a great success and the proceeds went to George’s named 
charity SENSE for which the sum of £700 was raised. In 1996 we were able 
to purchase a Roland keyboard by means of a grant from Charnwood 
Borough Council and money given to us by Mrs Muriel Tanner. We are still 
using it to this present day! 
 
It was during in this year that Alicia was taken ill and required major surgery 
and passed away after quite a short illness. She was missed very much by 
the choir, A Concert was held in her memory at the Town Hall at which the 
choir sang. This was held at Town Hall because Alicia had been an 
accompanist for many groups within the Town who were anxious to 
participate. We were indebted to George Towers who had been acting as 
the accompanist during this very difficult year. 
 
At the end of 1997 Dorothy Towers passed away. On a personal note it 
was her nurturing that helped my interest in singing and music and this was 
true for other choristers. In 1998 David Gabe, who had been accompanist 
to the Male Voice Choir in the1970s and 1980s, became our accompanist 
as George felt it was time to stand down from his ‘acting’ position. 
 
The new Millennium dawned with us giving concerts throughout 
Leicestershire, during 2000 Mary Coote resigned as Treasurer, Pam 
Carnall and Alison Clarke took this up, as a shared job. 
 
In 2004 the choir gave a concert with the help of The Loughborough Male 
Voice Choir and The Loughborough Baptist Church Choir to honour George 
Towers 90th Birthday this was a very good occasion for everyone. 
 
During 2006 Edna Rabone resigned as Chairperson and Pat Maisch took 
over this role. John Bilton celebrated 25 years as conductor of the choir and 
we had an excellent concert to highlight this, with his friends  
Ros and John Broad taking part as soloists and George Towers joining as 
joint accompanist. 
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In 2008 George Towers passed away quite suddenly having created a 
remarkable record as organist of the Church since 1949.A Thanksgiving 
service was held in February 2009. This was the end of an era, but both the 
Choirs would not have been born if it had not been for these two people. 
(George and Dorothy Towers), All the music on this occasion was 
composed or arranged by George and it was a unique tribute to a 
remarkable man and his talents.  
 
In 2010 we decided to change from our Black and White uniform, after 
much discussion, we settle a on a blue blouse with the Choir logo 
embroidery on, we felt that this was an improvement. 
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LOOKING FORWARD 
 
2015 was the year that Jackie Rotter became our Assistant Conductor and 
Alison Clarke gave up as Treasurer. It was also the year when I was not so 
well and had to miss quite a few rehearsals, but it was great to get in 
harness again in 2016 and at that year’s AGM we were very grateful that 
Margaret Dukes became the Treasurer and Jane Bryson said she would be 
the Librarian. 
 
During the 2016 AGM John Bilton gave a statement regarding the choir’s 
future, the choir already knew that John had Parkinson’s, we as a choir 
knew about his physical limitations so he reluctantly had decided to 
relinquish the position as Conductor that he had held for 35 years and so 
the roles were reversed Jackie Rotter became the Conductor and John was 
made Guest Conductor. 
 

 
 
 
At the 2017 AGM David Gabe was still willing to be the accompanist until a 
replacement could be found and it wasn’t until the end of 2017 that we 
found someone to replace David and her name is Becky Norton. David had 
been our accompanist for 18 years and we as a Choir were grateful for all 
he had done for us arranging concerts and also writing music for the Choir 
to sing and often preparing the printed programmes. 
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In 2018 we decided yet again to change our appearance as a choir so we 
changed to black trousers and black blouse with a peach rose on the 
shoulder. We felt more comfortable with this arrangement and it gave a 
more contemporary look,  
 

 
 
So, what does the future hold for the Choir after 50 years? We maintain our 
numbers, the parts are well balanced and we have new music, some of 
which Jackie has written. This year 2019 we hope to have 4 concerts to 
celebrate the year. On 15th June 2019 we shall have a concert here at 
Loughborough Baptist Church. We shall share this with The Loughborough 
Male Voice Choir. This is because we share with them the beginnings of 
the Choirs as our founders were George and Dorothy Towers. 
 

Elaine Grimley  
 

 
Quiet Reflections 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, I am this dark world’s light. 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise and all thy day be bright. 

I looked to Jesus and I found in him my star, my sun. 
And in that light of life I’ll walk ‘till travelling days are done. 
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Holiday @ Home 2019 
 

Monday July 15th to Sunday July 21st 

 
Booking Forms are now available in the foyer, office or from group leaders. 
Please book before July 1st to be sure of the activities you wish to take part 
in. There will be Outings, Food and Entertainment in the programme 
All Senior Friends (over 60) are invited to take part in what promises to be a 
week of fun, friendship and fellowship. 
 

Rotas for June 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS  
 
June 2nd Monday Nighters 
June 9th  Margaret Thirlwell 
June 16th 
June 23rd Jenny Warren 
June 30th Pam Willett 
 

    

SATURDAY STEWARDS  COFFEE MORNINGS  
June 1st Richard & Linda Parsons 
June 8th       David Warren 
June 15th     David Gabe   Woodbrook Guides 
June 22nd   Richard O’Connor   Woodbrook Rainbows 
June 29th     Stan Cramer 
            

 
CHURCH STEWARDS 
Mornings  
June 2nd  Shade Ojo, Harry Plumptre     
June 9th  Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards   
June 16th Katie & Michael Tebbatt  
June 23rd        Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor 
June 30th    David & Valerie Green         
Evenings:      Sandra Northcote & Barry Royston 
 
 
Items for the July/August magazine should be handed into the office  
or sent to edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday 16th June 2019 
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Calendar for June 2019 
 
Sat 1st          6.30 Link Up 
 
Sun 2nd       10.45       Family Worship:  
                     6.00 Evening Communion Service 
 
Tues 4th       10 -12 Yarn Angels 
Wed 5th    3.30 – 6.00   Messy Church 
Fri  7th         12.45 Luncheon Club 

   
Sun 9th        11.00  ‘Alive in Loughborough’ 
  Joint Service in Southfields Park  
 6.00 Evening Worship: Rev Ian Smith 
  
Thurs 13th    11.00    Forget-me-nots 
Sat 15th         7.30 Loughborough Ladies Choir ‘50’  
 
Sun 16th      10.45    Family Worship with Communion:  
  Rev Edward Pillar 
     4.00       Sunday@ Four   

 
Tues 18th     10-12 Yarn Angels 

         12.45    Lunchtime Concert: Piano & Organ Duets 
 David Bristow & David Gabe  

          

Sun 23rd      10.45       Family Worship: Alan & Janice Brown 
                      6.00       Evening Worship: Alan & Janice Brown

  
Thurs 27th      11.00      Forget me nots  
Fri 28th           12.45      Luncheon Club 
 
Sun 30th        10.45     Family Worship: Margaret Thirlwell 
                      6.00       Women’s Evening: Margaret Thirlwell 
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